LEARN CANADA ONLINE CONFERENCE#1

OCTOBER 30, 2000

Description of Event

1) Light Moment: Richard presented the masterpiece of PowerPoint, "How I Spent my PD Vacation” –Pictures of our Ottawa retreat.

2) Karen Andrews welcomed everyone and briefly explained how the conference would work.

3) Marion Barfurth provided a quick overview of the research and evaluation associated with the event including the video capture of the event and evaluation forms. 

4) Karen introduced Dr. David Blades.

5) Part A. TeleMenter session: Teaching for Tomorrow with Dr. David Blades

David discussed the future issues that our students (and society) will face and the importance of teachers beginning a dialog with our students in order to prepare them for the ethical issues they will face. He presented some ideas for collaboration (technology watch and updates) and possible project work (horizon technologies and/or teaching ethical issues).  He argued that society should "take control" of emerging technologies, and not leave decisions about their use just to scientists and engineers.  He would like to see teachers encourage more social action by students.

6) Part B. Continuing our work on Project Based Learning

Geoff Buxton asked for project ideas based on our appointed theme, "Canada - a Diverse Community."  After clarifying the purpose of these proposed ideas, each group took a turn presenting their proposals.

a) NFLD., AESB:  They felt that the water theme was one they could run with as part of the Canada theme.  They wanted to show the importance of water in life, a topic that could cross several curricular boundaries.  Geographers could discuss issues such as the importance of the continental shelf in Newfoundland.  Economists could talk about the rich offshore oil deposits.  Ecology, ethics, literature, art and almost any other subject area could be covered through this topic.  They felt that students could produce oral reports, newspapers or web pages, and might even make presentations to younger students to explain how important water is.  

b) Quebec, CSCV, felt that the water theme would go nicely with what they have done in the past.  Particularly, they have examined the relationship between water and the development of a Quebec society.  Students would be asked to produce an action plan for their specific community.  The importance of us working collaboratively, rather than as individual teachers, was also stressed.

c) Ontario, KPRDSB, had a couple of interesting ideas.  They proposed using specific software packages to create any kind of visual product, including pamphlets, booklets, or a video for display in a museum.  A second idea proposed the examination of "habitat" as a concept, mapping habitats of endangered species in specific regions. Each student or group would focus on a particular endangered species.  The project would include team building exercises, research, and modeling of the habitat.  Students could present their findings to local groups.

d) Toronto District School Board wanted to focus on the question of technology in relation to equity and humanity.  Does technology add to or take away from our humanity? Will only the wealthy have access to "cutting edge technologies"? They were interested in incorporating some of the ethical issues, discussed with Dr. Blades, into their project. The topic of Humanity fits nicely within our “umbrella” theme of Canada our diverse community. 

e) Ottawa Carleton had several suggestions.  French English relations could be examined; creating a "Heritage Minute" product that would celebrate positive relationships from the past.  The Documentation of War Veterans seemed popular, particularly considering the diversity of veterans among different regions of Canada.  What were their reasons for joining?  Was it a choice or a forced issue?  Our repository could hold the documentation of these stories.  A third project focussed on emerging ethical issues in a technological society.  A fourth project dealt with the water theme, focussing on the question, "how do we meet our water resource needs?"  A 25-year plan could be developed locally, provincially, nationally, or globally as to how these needs could be met.

f) J Percy Page presented two ideas, one related to Math and the other related to Social Studies.  The Math teachers are interested in developing a project involving functions (life as a function) and they are also interested in looking at the mathematics of Canadian Climate. The social studies idea is a LearnCanada atlas - bring in geographical, demographic, sociological issues from each region to create a “snap shot” of each region. 

g) Some questions were brought up regarding the nature of PBL. It was revealed that our next big event on line would deal with the issues surrounding PBL in the classroom.  The November 30th event (now rescheduled for Nov. 21) would then deal with the centricity of PBL methods in the classroom.  Our TeleMentor, Sid Shugarman, will deal with reporting and accountability issues that are, unfortunately, becoming commonplace in teaching.  Mr. Shugarman will also be asked for examples of PBL projects that have worked in the past and to share the “nuts and bolts” of PBL.  November 21st was announced as a deadline for "fleshing out" project ideas and beginning the collaborative process.  

h) We were adjourned with a quote from an unlikely source, the movie Men in Black. “We knew the earth was flat, then we knew we were the centre of the universe … imagine what we will know tomorrow.”  First Leonard Cohen, then MIB ……

